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IV. ZAGREB ENERGY WEEK THE DAY OF THE CROATIAN CHAMBER OF ARCHITECTS      
Croatian Chamber of Architects,

City of Zagreb – City Office of Energy, Environmental Protection and Sustainable Development,

Regional Energy Agency of North-Western Croatia,

with the support and sponsorship of the Embassy of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the mediation of the Green Building Council of Croatia
                          We do not wish to stop development, but we can stop pollution!
                                 CONCLUSIONS 

from the Round Table, of the Day of the Croatian Chamber of Architects at the
IV. Zagreb Energy Week, held on 14 May, 2013
International and domestic examples of building practice, that advocates the realization of the building system of measures for achieving quality of the developed environment and sustainable development, presented through presentations and discussions of the participants of the Day of the Croatian Chamber of Architects, resulted in the following conclusions:
1. Energy renovation of buildings, i.e. urban renovation driven by energy saving, is one of the first, most important and necessary orientations of the building sector in the Republic of Croatia, on the realization of the adopted Strategy of Sustainable Development of the Republic of Croatia. 
2. Good practice of developed world economies indicate the importance of including the strategy of sustainable development in the overall national legislation, coordinated by sectors at all levels, not only at the level of a particular document / declaration, for the purpose of avoiding inconsistencies and obstacles in execution of the measures, which make the concept of sustainable development. 
In the Republic of Croatia, one should thereby rely on the Architectural Policies of the Republic of Croatia 2013-2020 - the National Programme for excellence and culture of construction, that was adopted by the Government of the Republic of Croatia in November last year.

3. The members of the Croatian Chamber of Architects wish to be included in the procedures of passing the legal acts, in order that professional knowledge and practical experience would be used to the benefit of the society.
The existing model for consultation of interested parties, through web sites of respective ministries, may be the practice during passing of particular legal acts, while coordination of legal acts is a complex procedure of including all the relevant vocational factors, in which the architectural trade wishes to take part as well. For that, professional gatherings and round tables should be organized, and adequate time should be ensured. 
4. Within its legal competence, and based on the findings from this professional gathering, the Croatian Chamber of Architects will try to:

· ensure the partnership and support of city and regional bodies in implementation of the Conclusions,
· ascertain the obstacles to a major response for energy renovation that are still present,

· inform the competent national institutions and invite them to common lobbying and removing of obstacles to a wider response for energy renovation,

· break prejudices about expensive energy efficient construction, by promoting the indicators of the short-term and long-term cost-effectiveness, 
· inform the membership / public / managers / competent local government bodies on the financial incentives for energy renovation and its benefits,

· inform the membership / investors / wider community on the possibilities and conditions of energy renovation projects, 
· include specialized government institutions in solving the ascertained problems and lobbying.
5. From the actual and immediately feasible measures, the Croatian Chamber of Architects will carry out the Opinion Poll, for the purpose of getting an insight into the practice, state and needs of the trade in connection with designing in accordance with the EU standards and the sustainable development strategy.
6. In cooperation with the Croatian Chamber of Economy, it will try to ensure education on the way of financing energy-efficient and sustainable construction for our membership, and to ensure the necessary logistics and materials.

7. Based on the Opinion Poll results, as well as based on the insight in the needs of our members, the Croatian Chamber of Architects will define the adequate educational programme of vocational training and improvement of knowledge in specific vocational fields in which the need for that exists, within its Programme for Permanent Professional Improvement.

8. Local and regional authorities should be invited, directly or through CCA's regional committees,  to organize round tables on responsible construction and energy renovation of buildings, together with users of buildings and other participants connected by interests, for the purpose of interpreting and spreading the principles that should enable the same, with possible participation of professional lecturers from CCA. 

9. The importance of public procurement that is based on assessment of the life cycle of buildings should be pointed out, and lobbying with competent institutions for regulation of public procurement based on quality, in the sense of protection of the developed environment, national interests and the strategy of sustainable development, should be carried out.

10. Architectural - urban development competitions should be promoted as an integral part of physical plans and the quality way of public procurement of architectural services, particularly in case of public buildings and spatial interventions, since the bidding documents provide an insight in the energy and environmental cost-efficiency of a building / spatial intervention, and thereby also in quality of the planned spatial intervention.
11. Prejudices on concurrent feasibility of the strategy of sustainable development and public procurement according to the principle of the lowest price bid should be broken, through recalling the good examples within the market of EU, such as Germany.

12. Quality should be promoted as:

· the basic determinant of sustainable development,
· the principle of protection of the investor's interests,
· the principle of protection of the public and national interests. 
13. The awareness should be promoted that the fight for sustainable development is the fight for quality, changes in habits and thought-out implementation of innovations and technological solutions, adjusted to specific features of an actual situation, in which all the segments of the society should take part. 
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